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 March 2013 Newsletter
A belated Happy New Year to all our members. With so much reported in our November 2012 newsletter little was left to add as Christmas and the New Year came and went. Suffice to say the only relic that has stayed with us for the period, is the cold, inclement weather! Our new Patron Bill Cockcroft has met with Trustees and has promised to support the Charity in every way he can. New Trustees have settled in well and begun to contribute to the activity of the Association .The Secretary has been occupied by the preparation of the year ending November 30th 2012 Financial Report & Accounts, which have now been signed off by our accountants Larkings and may be viewed on our website .Alternatively hard copies may be obtained by contacting the Secretary directly. Our AGM on the 18th April 2013 will be held at Maidstone Hockey Club, Armstrong Road, Maidstone ME15 6AZ to which you are all invited. Formal invitations will be sent nearer the date. As is customary, The Stanley Blow & Ole Kverndal Awards will also be presented during the event.

In December 2012 the Charity accepted an invitation to sponsor the above awards once more. Accompanied by Secretary, Paul Peacock, Vice President, Helen Skellorn, presented Sports Club of the Year Gold to Swale Indoor Bowls Club, alongside Mayor of Swale Cllr. Pat Sandle.  Silver  went to Sittingbourne & Faversham Taekwondo Club –and Bronze to  Upchurch Cricket Club. The evening included demonstrations from Sittingbourne & Faversham Taekwondo Club and an energetic and well received Hip Hop and Street Dance Display by Shake That Dance School. There was an interesting presentation from Andrew Blandford who volunteered at this year’s Olympics and Paralympics and the evening was rounded off by a raffle in aid of Swale Youth Development Fund that raised a fantastic £279.


Chairman Robert Horner and the Secretary attended the above presentation evening to award KCPFA Club of the Year in January, earlier this year. The evening was attended by two special guests. Great Britain’s paralympic wheelchair rugby captain, Steve Brown and Sports Minister and MP for Faversham and Mid Kent, Hugh Robertson, who both helped to hand out the awards, with the former giving an inspirational talk about his rise to the top of his sport. The ceremony was welcomed by Maidstone’s council cabinet member for community and leisure services, Cllr.John Wilson who welcomed Maidstone’s Olympic Torch Bearers to the stage. As well as 14 awards made during the evening, a special presentation was made to Albert Miles, from the Rotary Club of the Weald, who retires later this year who has been involved with the awards for twenty of the twenty two years awards have been made. Pictured above centre Mike Evans of Maidstone Hockey Club receiving KCPFA Club of the Year with Mayor of Maidstone Cllr.Rodd Nelson Gracie left and KCPFA Chairman Robert Horner, right.

Despite the weather, entries for the competition have again been consistent and we look forward to another day of fine golf at the Littlestone Golf Club in New Romney. Last years winners ,Julia Martin Harper of the West Malling Golf Club and Neil Everitt of Lydd, have both been invited back to defend their titles. 
The final will be held on Monday 17th June. We would like also to use this opportunity to thank all those clubs and their members, who year in, year out, support the competition. Your support has and continues to be vital to the continued work of the KCPFA Charity and often helps to determine the level of grant payments made each year. Thank you.
KCPFA Junior Open Golf Competition in association with the Kent Messenger
This year’s competition follows the successful debut tournament held at Faversham Golf Club in October 2012 and will be held at Gillingham Golf Club on Monday 28th October 2013. Last year’s winners, Connor O’Reilly from Sheerness Golf Club and Charlotte Copeland of Princes Golf Club are invited to defend their titles. This year’s tournament is an open event. Entry forms and all details are available from our website www.kentpfa.org.uk  and may also be obtained by contacting the Secretary. Gift bags and mementos will be given to all entrants on the day together with prizes for first, second and third places plus the usual nearest the pin and longest drive. The boy’s Claret Jug and Girl’s Cup will be presented to the winners. The Kent messenger has agreed to support the event and application forms may also be obtained from the newspaper in the coming months. The competition will be restricted to 72 players on a first come first served basis. Subsequent applications will be placed on a reserve list pending cancellations.
Subscriptions 

Apart from welcoming those new members throughout the County we would like to thank all our existing members for their prompt subscription payments and a gentle, respectful reminder to those that may not have done so already.

The Ernest Virgo Cricket Award 

Do you have a player that could benefit from up to £300 a year? The Ernest Virgo Fund was set up so that awards should be made annually to a number of young cricketers of lesser means and opportunities so that more young people would be encouraged to actively participate in the sport; Applicants for the award should provide a statement of attainment and be ideally of county level within their respective sport. Awards should be made for the expenses relating to coaching/training, travel and accommodation up to a maximum of £300 a year and should be made to persons recommended by the Kent Schools Cricket Association or by the Senior Coach of the club they are members/affiliated to.
Loans

There have been no applications for loans over the period.
SMS Donations
You can donate to The Kent County Playing Fields by SMS: Text KPFA22 to 70070 from your mobile. To donate up to £10 to the Association and help us protect your local outdoor recreational spaces! And encourage youngsters into sport .Or you can also donate via: 
We get every penny there are no running costs ! 
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The Ivy Hawkes Memorial Fund 

Applications were considered by the Trustees in January but just one met the criteria. An award of £150 was made to Joseph Hilder, an England Fencing Representative. Several more will be considered at the next Committee meeting on the 4th April.
The Ernest Virgo Award 
Just one application was received and rejected on the grounds that this fund is specifically for young cricketers.
Out and about

You will recall that last year the Secretary visited campaigners regarding the “Save Kingsmead  Field“ campaign in Canterbury to add the KCPFA’S support to the growing support of local residents. Following several meetings at the Guildhall Canterbury and a referral to the Canterbury Council’s Scrutiny Committee, the prospect of preserving the field looked slim. Local residents have applied for Village Green status to be assessed by the KCC early this Year. A judicial review is now being sought by residents and a campaign to raise a fighting fund has been established. You can Support the campaign at www.kingsmeadfield.blogspot.co.uk 
Kent Cricket Board – One Day- One Game Conference

The Secretary was pleased to accept an invite to attend the Conference which took place from 10am to 3pm at the St Lawrence Ground on Saturday 23rdMarch, Jamie Clifford, Chief Executive of Kent Cricket and Chairman of the KCB, Jimmy Adams, former West Indies Cricket Team Captain and now Kent Head Coach, Sam Billings, former Kent Young Cricketer and now 1st XI professional at Kent County Cricket Club and Mike Gatting, former England International and current Managing Director of Cricket Partnerships at the England and Wales Cricket Board  all attended  and formed the panel for  the Q & A  session during the afternoon. 
An England and Wales Cricket Board campaign, the ‘One Game’ initiative aims to ensure that the game of cricket is open to as many people as possible, regardless of age, race, ability or gender. Embracing the One Game campaign, the One Day, One Game Conference aims to provide entertainment and information for all those who are involved in the game at every level, including players, coaches, volunteers, young leaders, spectators, umpires, scorers, grounds men, club treasurers, bar stewards, schools and teachers. The day brought together a variety of speakers and practical presentations from the professional and recreational sides of the game of Cricket.

In addition to workshops and practical sessions there was a Market Place where companies had trade stands providing, amongst other things money saving and fund raising advice, water management services from a partner of Kent Cricket Board Southern Water, Equipment from Hell4Leather and the Kent Cricket Supporters’ Club.

Raffle prizes for the day include a line marking machine, kindly donated by Rigby Taylor, a cricket bat provided by Hell4Leather, two copies of Bob Woolmer’s book The Art & Science of Cricket, donated by the Kent County Playing Fields Association & won by Upchurch Cricket Club and Bobbing Court & Lower Halstead Cricket Club plus a pair of tickets to a County Championship Game at the St Lawrence Ground, Canterbury. In total £504 was raised and the proceeds donated to CRY ( Cardiac Risk in the Young) CRY was founded in 1995 to raise awareness of conditions that can lead to y

 HYPERLINK "http://www.c-r-y.org.uk/Sudden_Cardiac_Death.htm" oung sudden cardiac death (YSCD); s

 HYPERLINK "http://www.c-r-y.org.uk/sudden_death_syndrome.htm" udden death syndrome (SDS); SADS
Association tie

The office has commissioned a new tie which is available to members at a” reduced price” of £10 inclusive of postage. It is hoped members will be proud to wear it. Please contact the Secretary to order your tie.
Change in inheritance Tax laws encourages charitable giving

Just 1% of your estate could make a tremendous difference to the Charity
The Chancellor announced a cut in the rate of inheritance tax from 40% to 36% from April 2012 for those who left at least 10%of their estates to a good cause. Inheritance tax is only paid on estates worth more than £325,000.Currently therefore, an estate of £1m would see the beneficiaries receive £730,000 and the taxman £270.000.However, if 10% of that estate above the threshold is given to Charity, the beneficiaries would only receive £713,000 and the taxman £218,700. It means the charity receives £67,500. George Osborne said,”if you leave 10% or more of your estate to charity, then the Government will take 10% off your inheritance tax rate. I want to make giving 10% of your legacy to charity the norm in our country”. The Charity is currently examining the possibility of providing a deed of Codicil for potential donors to simplify the process of Legacy Donations. Further information can be obtained from the Secretary and on our website.
Annual Council Meeting - Diary Date
Has been organised for October18th at the Maidstone Town Hall. The Secretary will forward invitations and the agenda nearer the date, although those familiar with the event will know it is time well spent and enjoyed. The Mayor of Maidstone Elect Cllr.Clive English has been invited and it is hoped another high profile guest speaker will also attend.
News on the Horizon..........
The Secretary has taken the first steps towards organising a Pro Celebrity Golf Competition to raise funds on behalf of the Charity and Parkinsons UK. Initial discussions with the Head Office of Parkinsons UK in London and the Regional Manager for Kent, Alyson Smith, have been positive and an agreement in principle arrived at. The event is tentatively scheduled for May 2014 although a precise date has yet to be arranged. This long lead time will allow the time to develop the idea more fully, integrate each Charity’s ability to support the event and provide sufficient time in which to promote the day. In addition the Secretary has met and discussed an entertainment package for the day with Mr Kevin Aylward, MD of The Show Business Company www.theshowbusinesscompany.com  Kevin is also Chairman of the Dave Lee Happy Holidays Charity which has run several successful Pro Celebrity Golf Events over many years. This is a new venture on behalf of the KCPFA and is consistent with the Charity Commission’s recommendation that charities seek partnership /collaboration agreements to secure future income and security.
Final Comment

Over the years the KCPFA has built up a revolving fund by careful and cautious management from which we provide the grants, loans and all other assistance above, but funds are limited. We rely on voluntary subscription/membership and charitable donations to meet the costs of administration. The nominal rates of subscription are kept low to attract support whilst we provide a service that is valuable, both intrinsically and financially. We do hope you continue supporting the Association. 
Happy 
Easter everyone!




The Kent County Playing Fields Association











page 1 





Mr R.W.Horner  Chairman


           











 Swale Active Sports Awards – Swallows Leisure Centre Sittingbourne
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Maidstone Youth Sport Achievement Awards – Maidstone Leisure Centre - Mote Park
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Cecil Leitch 5 Club Competition 2013
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